CLEMENCEAU  AND   GERMANY

or out of it, he treated his countrymen with the utmost
frankness.

So time passed on. The preparations of Germany were
becoming more and more complete. The influence of the pan-
German Junkers and their flamboyant young Crown Prince was
becoming so powerful that the Kaiser felt his hand being forced
before success in " the great design " appeared quite so certain
as he would like it to be. The German, army was largely
increased, powerful war-vessels were being added to the navy.
A policy was being pursued which roused fears of aggression.
All through 1913 and the first months of 1914 Clemenceau in
his new paper, L'Homme Libre, continued day after day his
warnings and his injunctions to all Frenchmen. He had no
mercy for those who unceasingly preached fraternity and dis-
armament for France when Germany, more powerful and
increasingly more populous, was arming to the teeth.

" Such fraternity," he said, at the unveiling of Seheurer-
Kestner's statue, " is of the Cain and Abel kind. Against the
armed peace and armed fraternity with which Germany is
threatening us nothing short of the most perfect military educa-
tion and military organisation can be of any avail. All Europe
knows, and Germany herself has no doubt whatever, that we are
solely on the defensive. Her fury for the leadership of Europe
decrees for her a policy of extermination against France. There *
fore prepare, prepare, prepare. Here you see 870,000 men in
the active army of Germany on a peace footing, better trained,
better equipped, better organised than ours, as opposed to
480,000 Frenchmen on our side. Doesn't that convince you ?
And Alsace-Lorraine at the mercy of such creatures as Schadt
and Forstner ? Observe, Germany has great projects in all
parts of the world. It would be childish for us to complain.
What is intolerable is her pretension to keep Europe in perpetual
terror of a general war, insteadjof general international discussion
of her claims. Every Frenchman must remember that, if
Germany's increasing armaments do impel her to war, the loss
of the conflict ^ould mean for us the subjugation of our race,
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